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Linda Cochran and glob-
al plant explorer Dan Hin-
kley, former owner of the 
Heronswood Nursery. 
(His new garden at Indi-
anola, Windcliff, is rapidly 
becoming one of Terri’s fa-
vorites.)

At some point they’ll 
travel to England for a re-
union with Will Giles, 
whose Exotic Garden near 
Norwich, in chilly East 
Anglia, is another Med-
iterranean showcase. In 
April 2008, the Pacif-
ic Northwest branch of 
the Mediterranean Gar-
den Society — spearhead-
ed by Stanley and Moye-
mont — brought Giles to 
Bainbridge to speak at Is-
landwood and Bloedel. 
Now Giles, a long-time fix-
ture on the British garden-
ing scene (including eight 
years on the BBC), will 
serve as their “emcee” for 
a tour of other great gar-
dens across the Midlands.  

There is no shortage of 
subjects to draw from, 
with over four decades of 

gardens and stories and 
characters. They also have 
a few aces in the hole when 
it comes to searching out 
what Terri calls “the juicy 
bits” and Terry describes 
as “the juicy people!”

To take just one exam-
ple, Moyemont’s school-
mates at the Universi-
ty of Chicago back in the 
‘60s included guitarist El-
vin Bishop, of Butterfield 
Blues Band, Mike Bloom-
field fame. “Bishop still 
plays the circuit,” Terry 
says, “but he’s originally a 
farm kid from Oklahoma 
and now he’s a big organic 
farmer in Marin County.” 
Bishop is one of the inter-
views already on tap when 
the production team heads 
for California.

But episodes of “The 
Garden Road Show” aren’t 
intended for commer-
cial television. Moyemont 
says their goal is to license 
segments to garden web-
sites that are looking to in-
crease traffic by enriching 
their content rather than 
resorting to the tricks of 

search engine optimiza-
tion. He drops his voice an 
octave or so and slows his 
speech to half-speed. “I’ve 
looked at so many web-
sites where there’s people 
walking in the garden and 
they’re telling you exact-
ly what you should do with 
your soil and blah blah 
blah … and suddenly you 
realize you’ve fallen asleep 
in front of your computer!”

And these days, Stan-
ley adds, people across the 
garden industry need all 
the help they can get.

“It’s very difficult for 
specialty nurseries right 
now,” she says. “The big 
nurseries are still do-
ing pretty good, but even 
Monrovia is having some 
problems. I was looking 
at the group at the Bloe-
del sale and realizing how 
every one of these grow-
ers has a little different 
personality, a little differ-
ent style, a little different 
take on things. They are 
so passionate about what 
they do, and they work re-
ally, really hard.

“So when we put these 
people on video and 
launch them to a mag-
azine site or give them 
something to put on their 
website or put them on our 
website, it can’t do any-
thing but help. The ‘Road-
show’ wasn’t conceived for 
that one purpose, but I do 
think that it’s right for the 
time because of that.”

The series also draws 
on the other half of Moye-
mont’s expertise as a pro-
fessional writer, photog-
rapher and videographer. 
In addition to 45 years of 
garden photography he 
has produced a number of 
multimedia art films and 
full-length documenta-
ries. He spent three win-
ters in the Czech Republic 
filming two of the greatest 
glass artists in the world, 
and last spring the Med-
iterranean Garden Soci-
ety flew him to Greece to 
produce a half-hour docu-
mentary on the garden at 
Sparoza.

Stanley will be taking 
advantage of the nursery 

closure to reclaim some 
of her roots, too. Before 
opening Mesogeo in 2003, 
she worked for more than 
two decades as an award-
winning garden design-
er. Her rise to prominence 
in Mediterranean horti-
culture came largely at 
the expense of that design 
work, Terri says.

The sheer time demands 
the nursery imposed pre-
vented her from doing as 
much design work as she 
would have liked. In addi-
tion, she’s looking forward 
to the freedom to widen 
her design choices beyond 
the Mediterranean pal-
ette — to approach each 
garden and its particular 
challenges from scratch: 
“I don’t have to be ‘the 
drought-resistant person’ 
anymore!”

She is confident that oth-
er growers can now pro-
duce enough Mediterra-
nean plants for North-
west gardens. And, now 
that she’s not busy grow-
ing plants herself, she’ll 
be free to investigate the 

latest offerings from oth-
er specialty nurseries. Just 
have that grevillea truck 
ready to back up when she 
needs it!

She and Terry both 
look forward to shaking 
their own roots free of the 
greenhouse. “Now we can 
travel again,” Moyemont 
reflects. “We sort of lost 
that for almost eight years. 
Now we get to go, and we 
have a focus — we can go 
and make these videos, 
and when we come back 
we will have done some-
thing.”

And, they chime in uni-
son, “We’ll have had fun!”

“But you know,” Stanley 
concludes, “I have loved 
this. I got everything I 
wanted out of it. I met so 
many wonderful people! 
When you’re a grower, Cis-
coe and Dan Hinkley and 
Little and Lewis show up 
on your doorstep, look-
ing for something juicy, 
and you never know who 
you’re going to meet next. 
I can’t imagine not having 
done it.”
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